A DISPOSITION to violence is a common characteristic of mental disease. It is exhibited in every conceivable manner, from harsh, words to suicide and the most cruel and brutal murders, and is found in every form of insanity. If After recovery the man gave the following account of himself. For several weeks preceding the attempt at self-destruction he felt oppressed, had pain in his head, and at times confusion of thought. Things about him began to appear gloomy, and at length he became very melancholy. He remembered the conduct of his ancestors, and determined not to entertain the idea of the act which had terminated their existence. He had never spoken to his wife of his hereditary tendency to insanity, but had thought of this in the education of his children. One day, while walking with his children in the orchard, he suddenly had a sense of faintness and giddiness, and sat down. He also felt a throbbing in his head. At the time he had no thought of suicide, but determined to go into the house and tell his wife of his situation and feelings. He did not find her, and while alone it occurred to him that he ought to kill himself. Going where his razors were kept, he took one, but immediately put it back, determined to resist, and ran out of the house to the place where he was found. There he was so overcome with the thought that it was his duty to kill himself that he yielded. After his recovery from the effects of this attempt, the impression that he ought to take the lives of his wife and children and himself became at times so strong that he feared he should do it, and requested to be taken to the Asylum. 
